
Literary Spectrum 

F i n d i n g  Ti m e  t o  Wr i t e  

Recently a reader wrote… 

I enjoy writing. I often find a seed for a good story or poem and would love to work 

it out, but I don’t have the time. I teach school, and love it, but it limits my time for other 

things. In one of your articles, you emphasized the importance of setting aside a block of 

several hours for writing. I’m sorry but I can’t do that without cheating my students. 

Should I just forget about writing as long as I’m teaching? (Yes, this summer I have been 

doing some writing, and thoroughly enjoying it. But what about the inspiration I receive 

during those other nine months?) Or is there some way I can budget my time better? 

What are some tips other writers have for me? I know some writers who are busy school 

teachers (and parents too). How do they do it? 

Any Answers? 

I quoted the above letter several issues ago. If the amount of response I 

received to it is an accurate indicator, then not many readers have found an easy 

answer to the problem. One writer suggested that writing should not take that much 

actual time. She felt that the time mostly went into thinking, which you can do 

almost anytime and anywhere. If you have put enough thought into your story, it 

won’t take long to put on paper. 

She also suggested an extensive curing period, during which you would 

periodically pull out your story and do some revision, then tuck it away to ripen some 

more.  

This may be the answer for some people. Every writer will have to find his or her 

own methods. Gradually, as you continue to write, you will develop a method that 

works for you. 

I received another letter, and I want to quote most of it here. As I understand 

this sister, finding time to write is a matter of sorting out priorities, and being so 

interested in writing that it hits the critical path on your priority list. 

This sister, by the way, is a grandmother who has faced, and conquered (more 

or less, anyway), the problem raised by the young sister above. 

A Letter From a Reader…  

Finding time to write… that’s an interesting phenomenon. 

I began writing about age fifteen prompted by an exceptional English teacher who 

must have seen some potential. I don’t know when I would have discovered the ability. At 

that point my father would say that all that paper towels in the milk house served double 

duty. They held notes, poems, ideas, and they absorbed moisture! 



Later, as a young mother, I kept a tablet on the kitchen counter, at the sewing 

machine, on my night stand, in the van, and in my purse. When an IDEA came to me I 

jotted down enough to jolt my memory later when I had a few minutes to write. I find it 

very important to write down the thoughts and ideas as they come because, I find, they 

don’t stay and they may not return. 

Eventually, you do the things that you consider priority. I’ve said it this way—some 

mothers make bread, ketchup, and jelly. I bought mine. Some mothers make suits and 

coverings. I bought ours. Some mothers quilt. We used blankets. Some wives do their 

husband’s book work. My husband did his own. So perhaps I was writing while other 

mothers were doing other things they considered a priority. 

Our eight children are grown now, and there’s seventeen grandchildren bringing 

lots more inspiration. The challenge to find time is still present. But when I really want to 

write, something else waits. I still crave a quiet room overlooking a pastoral scene—no 

phone, no fax. But at this point that’s not a reality. 

Maybe the school teacher needs an occupation change—or could save her ideas and 

build on them in the summertime. 

More Thoughts…  

Well, those are one person’s ideas. Some readers may feel a bit squeamish 

about some of the things that she placed below writing on her priority list. But this is 

what worked for her. You will have to adapt this principle to what works for you. But 

the point is: How important is it to you to find time to write? Important enough to 

give up a youth activity, or a trip? Important enough to cut back on a part time job 

that brings you extra cash? Important enough to buy bread instead of baking it, 

even if you are the only sister in church to do so? 

We find time for what is truly important to us. 

The Ending…  

Just for your interest, I will quote the rest of the above letter here. It deviates 

from the point, but any writer will be able to relate to her “pet peeve.” 

My biggest “negative” is all the time that you can put into a story, article, or report, 

and the amount of time it takes someone to read it and lay it aside! A really good book 

demands rereading… like Philip Keller’s books—my favorite author. 

There’s two books waiting on the back burner now to be finished. I gotta go…. 

 

So do I. More next time, Lord willing. In the meantime, keep writing! 


